
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Union Miles Development Corporation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Ward 2 Connecting Communities Festival 

Your Project Summary: Ward 2 Connecting Communities Festival inspires arts and culture in an extremely 

deprived area of Cleveland while engaging residents and local stakeholders with live outdoor concerts and 

dance. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: They have done a great job of identifying the challenges the local community faces. Along with 

that they have identified the specific groups they serve. Union Miles is also very much in touch with both 

the past and present reality of the community in Union Miles. I believe the event would have a positive 

influence on the community to showcase the artistic excellence of the community all the while up lifting the 

local business community. There seems to be a higher investment in the artists and the arts that are a part 

of the festival. However, I wonder how this festival directly impacts the need they've identified. How is this 

truly benefiting the public beyond just being something "fun" and cool" and if that is the aim how can you 

distinguish that the festival is in fact a destination? Based on that, this application meets the funding 

requirements somewhat. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The Union Miles Development Corporation seeks to produce the “Ward 2 Connecting 

Communities Festival.” The application would have benefited from more narrative on the programs to 

assess the cultural vibrancy, but the community is well defined both geographically and demographically. I 

also appreciated learning a bit about the communities history. They need to spend more time on the Goal 

Statement and linking it to the right measures, and the Project Finances could have been stronger with 

more detail. Overall, the main weakness of the application is the detail, but it does provide evidence 

throughout the application that funding criteria are fully met. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal does show evidence that the project does meet the funding criteria. I appreciate 

that this festival seeks to reimagine space for a neighborhood that has seen decline in recent years. Using 

the arts in this festival format is a great way to feature local talent and encourage relationship building. 

There are some things that I felt were missing from the application like some examples of past performers 

(or confirmed performers for the upcoming event) and how volunteers and community partners will 

participate in the facilitation of the event. You may have included some of that in the uploaded support 

materials but since there were more than 3 items uploaded, I randomly chose 3 to review and those 

particular attachments did not answer either of those questions for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The Ward 2 festival provides an important public benefit to an underserved community. The 

programming looks well developed, high quality, and in response to its community’s needs. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The event is designed to serve the Union Miles neighborhood and the benefit to that community 

is stressed throughout the application. Overall it is clear that UMDC intends to focus on continuing a festival 

that adds some vibrancy to the area. Considering the festival has been going on for 10 years, I would have 

liked more detail regarding attendance growth/projections, artists used in the past and the connection to 

local input. The absence of these points throughout the application makes it a weaker submission. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

